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As we shared in the October newsletter, a 
missionary with the General Board of Global 
Ministries will be in the Tupelo District November 
14 – 15, 2019! We  have an amazing opportunity to 
visit with and learn from Rev. M. Sachou, a 
missionary serving in the Africa region. 

There are several opportunities available! For those 
interested, there will be a dinner on Thursday, 
November 14th at 6 pm at Romies Grocery. Please 
let Rev. Eric Sanford know if you are planning to 
attend (esanfor@gmail.com).  Friday November 
15th at 10 am @ St. Andrews in Amory and at 12 
pm @ St. Paul in Tupelo (Brown Bag lunch 

gathering). Please contact Rev. Eric Sanford at the email listed above or call the Tupelo District Office 
for more information.   

 
The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) connects the church in mission. This is accomplished by 
sending missionaries, including young adults, from everywhere and to everywhere; collaborating and engaging 
with volunteers; evangelizing and church planting through mission initiatives; addressing diseases of poverty 
and global health; and responding to natural and civil disasters.  

mailto:esanfor@gmail.com
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/Missionaries-in-Service
http://www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer
http://www.umcor.org/
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In our increasingly fast-
paced world, we don’t take 
time to slow down, leave 
behind the noise of news 
and social media and set 
apart quiet time to talk 
with God and hear His 

voice. 

‘Reflections,' a video blog 
set to air every two weeks, 
is an opportunity to 
commit to regular devotion 

and discernment on how we can grow as disciples and make disciples in the midst of tension in the 
world, at our jobs, in our churches and in our homes.  To listen, visit https://www.mississippi-
umc.org/reflections.  

Around the District 

Aberdeen First  

Rev. Mary Hutson recently led a study on 
Methodism and Christian Beliefs. 36 people 
gathered for supper, fellowship and 
learning. As a participant said: "What a joy 
it was to be a part of God's family gathered! 
How wonderful it was to feel God's Holy 
Spirit moving among us as we ALL learned 
and grew together." 

 

 

 

 

  Pictured: Donald Land, FUMC, Aberdeen. 
 Aberdeen celebrated Constitution Day on Tuesday, September 
17th.  We joined with our community to ring the church bells and 
bells of all descriptions to remind us to pray for our leaders and our 
country. 
 

 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/reflections
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/reflections
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We are blessed that the Lord has added so many that we 
had a Sunday School recognition service.  The older 
children received a beautiful study Bible and all the 
children received certificates for their faithful 
attendance. “Training them in the way they should go” 
is a most exciting privilege.  We thanked all the current 
Sunday School leaders who are teaching young and 
old.  A special thanks to Ed Mattox, our Sunday School 
Superintendent and his wife, Anita, who serves as our 
Children’s Worship Moment leader every 
Sunday.  Reverend Mary Hutson is pictured with the 
older children. 
  
 

 

 

Shout out to Amory First for providing 48 flood buckets 
which will be delivered to Sager Brown Depot to help 
those in need! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday November 6, Amory First 
hosted a Rise Against Hunger Packing Event 
and packed 15,000 meals! 
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Clergy Spouse Retreat This is a time of 
inspiration and relaxation for ministers' 
wives/husbands in the Mississippi 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. 

Tupelo District spouses! September 27-28, 
2019 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Elbrist Mason, pastor at St. James (Amory) 
recently led a practical leadership class at Amory 
Municipal Library.  

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, October 27th, the 
Spruell Chapel United 
Methodist Church supported 
Breast Cancer Awareness and 
the importance of preventive 
measures in women as well as 
men. We also recognized 
Domestic Violence - the types, 
the phases and the long-term 
effects it has  on everyone 
involved. Our goals were to 
make everyone aware of 
Breast Cancer prevention and 
to stop the cycle of Domestic Violence.   
Rev. Gary Hampton, Pastor  
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The TUPELO District UMW Annual 
Meeting was held at St. Peter’s UMC, 
Aberdeen.  Rev Steven Owens of 
Meridan District was the speaker and 
the new Tupelo District Officers were 
installed. 
 

 

 

 

 

TUPELO District UMW outgoing 
Officers:  Kathleen Smith, President, Dorothy 
Poore, Vice-President, Lavona Holloway, 
Secretary, Carolyn McGaughy. Spiritual Growth, 
Lassie McClendon and Martha Harris Nomination 
Committee Member.  St. Peter’s Aberdeen, 
October 20, 2019 Tupelo District UMW Annual 
Meeting  

 

 

 

TUPELO District UMW recognized the 
past UMW President with a certificate, 
celebrating our 150 Years Anniversary. 
Lori Polk of St. James, Cecelia Davis of 
St. Paul, not present Mrs. Laverne Prince, 
of First UMC, Ms. Sanderson of Brewer 
UMC, and Ms. Bessie Conner who reside 
in Virginia.  We salute these ladies for 
their service. 
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Vacation Bible School for Seniors at St. Luke UMC (Tupelo) 

 

 

Palestine UMC (Nettleton) 
invites you their Celebration of 
Family! November 17, 2019. 
Worship begins at 11 am and a lunch 
will follow. Rev. Maurice McIntosh 
is the pastor.  
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Ministry is beautiful, challenging, rewarding, and frustrating. Where we end up is often not where we first sought out to be; 
sometimes that turns out beautifully and sometimes…it doesn’t feel so beautiful. 

The theme “Uncharted” was chosen with great intentionality for this year’s Southeast Jurisdiction’s Clergywomen 
Conference. Everyday ministry in general seems uncharted - moving from appointment to appointment, being a pastor to 
people vastly different from ourselves, being a clergywoman in a male-dominated field (and churches that have strong 
opinions about this), and the list goes on. 

All of this on top of the uncertainty that lies beyond General Conference and a denomination that proved itself with the vote 
percentages to be very divided. 

There is much uncertainty ahead, but we hope to provide a safe space for the clergywomen of the SEJ to find rest, 
sisterhood, resources, and reassurance in the God who never leaves us, but rather adventures the wilderness with us. 

Let's have fifty Mississippi clergywomen attend! For more information, visit https://www.mississippi-
umc.org/eventdetail/12872362?month=11&year=2019&day=1&display=m 
********************************************************************************************** 
United Methodist Student Day - United Methodist Student Day Sunday 
is celebrated the last Sunday in November. It provides scholarship funds for 

United Methodist college, university and graduate students.  
 

Across the country, the people of The United Methodist Church are serving the 
people God loves in Jesus’ name. We’re doing it at home, but so often we’d like to do 
more. 

We want to serve those in other places who are suffering. 
We want to offer spiritual words of hope and life. 
And we want to be well-equipped to do both! 

But the reality for most of us is that our responsibilities—home, family, work—don’t 
allow us to engage with every need we’d like to meet. 

Right now there are UMC young people—who might not have had the resources to attend a school of their choice, or, for 
some, any school at all—who’ve been sent by you into the world God loves because of your giving to United Methodist 
Student Day. When you give generously you are support these students as they prepare for a life that unites faith with 
knowledge. 

What no one person or congregation can do alone, we’re doing together. 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/12872362?month=11&year=2019&day=1&display=m
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/12872362?month=11&year=2019&day=1&display=m
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Senatobia District Lay Servant Training! 
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A 
CHILD 
 
From Wishes to Reality 
Every year, Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi receives 
thoughtful non-monetary donations that contribute to improving the 
lives and care of our children and youth. 
 
If you would like to get others involved in giving, call 601.853.5000 
and they will help you host a gift drive at your church or company. 
The Methodist Children’s Homes is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
 
Order items from their Amazon wish list and it will automatically 
ship to Methodist Children’s Homes! Follow the links below to shop 
for the children at MCH! 
Needs for Therapeutic Residential Care 
Wish list for Group Homes 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/RP0UDWHNS39T?ref_=wl_share 
 
Needs for Therapy 
Sketch books 
Journals 
Feeling Posters 
 
Needs for Foster Care 
Car Seats  Boosters Seats 
Diapers Size New Born to Size 5, 
Fire extinguisher   Fire Alarms 
$50 Walmart Gift Cards – Sometimes children come to us with only the clothes on their back. In these situations, we like to 
give the foster care parents a gift card so they can purchase the basic necessities for their child. 
 
Miscellaneous needs 
Birthday and Christmas Gifts    Art Supplies 
Sport Items (Basketballs, Soccer balls, Footballs, etc.)  Bath and Body Works Gift Sets 
Ear Bud Headphones      MP3 Players 
Flat Irons      Gift Cards (Walmart, Target, etc.) 
Journals       Make-Up Kits 
Photo Albums      Teen Appropriate DVDs 
Teen Bibles  
 
Through Jesus Christ, Methodist Children’s Homes brings hope and healing to hurting children in Mississippi. 

Methodist Children’s Homes seeks to bring restoration to children and youth who have been neglected or abused. By the 
end of their time with us, we hope to see that they find reconciliation with their biological families, love within an adoptive 
family or success as a productive, independent individual. 

Methodist Children’s Homes has been providing care and love for children and families in Mississippi since 1896. 
Originally an orphanage, MCH has cared for more than 11,000 children for over a century. We have grown from our 
original location in Water Valley to multiple homes across the state, and our primary campus is now in Jackson. The legacy 
of Methodist Children’s Homes has always been that of Christ-centered, generous love — something that will never 
change. 

For more information or for more ways to help, visit https://mchms.org/index.php 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/RP0UDWHNS39T?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/RP0UDWHNS39T?ref_=wl_share
https://mchms.org/index.php
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Overflow 
January 18-20, 2020 

Cost: $150 per person 
Registration deadline: January 3rd 

 
Our annual winter retreat for Jr. High and Senior High campers is going to be amazing! We're looking 
forward to seeing how God brings so many incredible people together to worship and grow in their faith at 
CLS over Martin Luther King Weekend! 
 
Worship will be led by the amazing Rocky Shack and music by Eddie Willis and the Narrow Path! 

 

For more information or to register, visit http://camplakestephens.com/overflow/ 

 

 

http://camplakestephens.com/overflow/
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Mark your calendars! Administry Training available 
Nov. 16, 2019 New Albany FUMC - New Albany District  
Dec. 14, 2019 Madison UMC, East Jackson District 
 
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to 
strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local church 
treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members, church business 
administrators and church Trustees. Successful completion of the training 
session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized 
church "Administry." 
 
Topics covered are human resources, treasurer and pastor parish issues, 
statistical reporting, connectional giving, finance committee 
responsibilities, budget preparation, financial secretary duties and hints, 
treasurer responsibilities  and reporting, internal controls /disciplinary 

requirement, auditing requirements and changes, and trustees responsibilities of the legal body as well as required work of 
it. 
 
The cost is $60 for the first person from a church and $10 for each additional person from the same church and covers 
meals, snacks and resources for the day. Visit the Mississippi UMC website for more information or to download a full 
copy of the brochure.  

 
 

District/Conference/Important Dates 
Administry Training Opportunity Nov. 16, 2019 New Albany FUMC - New Albany District  
Thanksgiving holidays – The Tupelo District office will close at noon on Tuesday, November 26 and 
reopen on Monday, December 2, 2019 
Thanksgiving Day - November 28, 2019 
Retired Clergy Christmas Luncheon – December 3 at 12 noon at the 
Tupelo District Office. 
Tupelo District Clergy Family 
Christmas party – December 12 6 
pm at Tupelo FUMC 
Administry Training Opportunity 
Dec. 14, 2019 Madison UMC, East 
Jackson District 
 

 2020  
District-level Winter Training for Lay & Clergy - January 12, 2020 
Tupelo District Lay Servant School – February 21-22, 2020. We have some great classes and 
teachers lined up! More information and registration forms will be in the December 
newsletter! 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Tupelo District Newsletter November 2019 
 
 

13 

 
 
 

Save the Date: 
August 16-18, 2020 

Special Called Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference 

from the desk of 
Rev. Vickie White 
Director of Connectional Ministries & Communications 601.354.0515 
vwhite@mississippi-umc.org 

Please hold these dates for a possible Called Session of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference. The 2020 General Conference is May 5-15, which is only a couple of 
weeks prior to our regularly-scheduled Mississippi Annual Conference. In preparation 
for possible outcomes of GC2020, we are tentatively scheduling a called session of 
annual conference in August to have adequate time to prayerfully discern General 
Conference legislation that may require a vote from the annual conferences.  

Due to the short time between those two conferences and not knowing what legislation 
might be passed, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. would like you to have the dates of a 
special called session (if needed) already on your calendar. We are aware that churches 
are preparing their 2020 budgets now, and we wanted you to be able to plan 
accordingly. More details will be forthcoming if Bishop Swanson officially calls for the 

Special Called Session of The Mississippi Annual Conference in 2020. 

Get updates and news on ways to enhance your ministry and "like" The Mississippi 
United Methodist Conference. 

Get quick tips and information to help your faith community and "Follow" us on 
Twitter. 

 
 

mailto:vwhite@mississippi-umc.org
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!x0aGN2OKEmzHtWZy8Ma2QT52R-9tkpC8WsXp3itKelraAWz42YiyN5qszoyrvsDJg�
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!KNpy9tVgkR04i8d+Q8iLWSqwqgNtfC3yaS-r8gV8nN4Zl0+uyL-1WgKhwhVNjB0Mw�
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The Tupelo District office hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Thursday and we are 
normally open during lunch. If you need to leave documents at the District Office after business 
hours, you are welcome to make use of the drop box affixed to the wall beside the entrance to the 

office.   

 
Please send submissions for the District Newsletter and the webpage 

to tupdist@gmail.com (Tupelo District office).  
 We need your news and events! 

 
We are committed to keeping you informed of news and happenings around the District and around the 

Conference.  We do this with our newsletter, with our Facebook page and with our new website! 
 

If you know someone who would like to receive the monthly newsletter, please have them submit their 
name, mailing address and email address to tupdist@gmail.com and we will add them to the list!  

 
The newsletter is normally published on the first Wednesday of each month.  The Deadline to be 

included in the December newsletter will be Thursday, November 21, 2019.  
 

The December newsletter will publish December 4, 2019 
 

Have you checked out our new website yet? 

The Tupelo District is excited to announce our 
new web address!  

https://www.tupelodistrictumc.org 

 Not only will our website keep you up to date 
with events in our District, it will keep you up to 
date on news and events around the Conference!  

Check it 
out! 

 

 
 
Have you liked our Facebook page yet?! And 
have you told your friends about it?! 
Tupelo District UMC on Facebook! 

mailto:tupdist@gmail.com
https://www.tupelodistrictumc.org/
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