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In this issue:

It’s that time of year again!
Daylight Saving Time begins
at 2 am on Sunday, March 10!
Don't forget to set your clocks
ahead before you go to sleep
Saturday night or you might
miss church Sunday morning!

District Gatherings
Around the District
What we believe: Lent
Lenten Luncheons, Lenten Devotional
Tupelo District Lay Rally
Camp Lake Stephens

_____________________________________________________________
District Gatherings
At the conclusion of the 2019 Called
Session of General Conference, there
will be District Gatherings with Bishop
Swanson held across the conference
between March 10 and March 24, 2019.
These district gatherings will be a time
to discuss the outcome of the called
session, how it will impact our
conference and local churches and to
hear feedback from the clergy and laity of the Mississippi Conference.
The Tupelo District will be hosting Bishop Swanson on Monday, March 18 at 7 pm at
Tupelo First United Methodist Church. Tupelo FUMC is located at 412 W. Main St,
Tupelo 38804.
For more information, please contact the Tupelo District Office at 662-842-8477.
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Around the District
Mantachie United Methodist Women have undertaken a service project of making throws for family
members of patients at Sanctuary Hospice House. They recently presented 34 throws to Sanctuary
Hospice House.

*****************************************************************************
The Tupelo District UMW Study-Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenant Living,
was held Saturday, February 9, 2019, at the Tupelo District Office, Tupelo, MS. This class was taught
by Rev. Alice Robinson with 56 students.
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Over 100 people came together
for the Tupelo & New Albany
Districts’ joint 2019 Lay
Servant Training February 15 &
16 in Tupelo. Our Friday night
special guest speaker was Rev.
Sapada Thomas, pastor at Oxford
First in the New Albany District,
who reminded us that we need to
use the gifts God gave us for His
church.

Thank you to our teachers for
sharing your knowledge, to
Wesley UMC for hosting and to
the Wesley UMM for preparing
our meals!
We are looking forward to
another joint venture in 2020!
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Lent
Ask The UMC: When did
Ash Wednesday begin and
why do we celebrate it?
Ash Wednesday begins the
season of Lent, a time when
many Christians prepare for
Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation
and spiritual discipline.
Although Ash Wednesday has
ancient roots, it does not appear
in the rituals of The United
Methodist Church or our
predecessor denominations until
the 20th century.
Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our human mortality. The service focuses on both
themes, helping us realize that both have been triumphed through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Ashes are an ancient symbol. In Genesis, we read that God formed human beings out of the dust of the earth (Genesis 2:7).
After expulsion from the Garden of Eden, the first human beings are told by God, “you are dust, and to dust you shall
return” (Genesis 3:19 NRSV). The Hebrew word translated dust, is occasionally translated ashes elsewhere. Throughout
scripture, ashes are part of rituals when people seek forgiveness and mourn their sin (see Numbers 19:9, 17; Hebrews 9:13;
Jonah 3:6; Matthew 11:21, and Luke 10:13, among others).
The imposition of ashes on the foreheads of Christians to mark the beginning of Lent can be traced at least to the 10th
century.
In earlier centuries, ashes were used to mark those who had been separated from the church because of serious sins and
were seeking to be re-admitted to the fellowship of the church. In effect, they were redoing the process of final preparation
for church membership along with those doing it for the first time. They were sprinkled with ashes and given rough
garments to wear as a sign of sorrow for their sins and their commitment to seek renewal in Christian life through this
season.
Since the tenth century, the observance of Ash Wednesday has become a general rite for all in the church.
United Methodists first adopted an official ritual for Ash Wednesday that involves the use of ashes in the 1992 Book of
Worship. Prior to that time, we either had no official service at all for this day (through 1964) or we had an “ashless” Ash
Wednesday Service (1965 Book of Worship).
In many churches the ashes are made by burning the palms from the previous year's Palm Sunday. Ashes are placed on the
forehead, usually in the sign of a cross, in a ritual known as the Imposition of Ashes. The ash cross on the forehead is an
outward sign of our sorrow and repentance for sins.
As the ashes are placed on the forehead, words such as these are spoken: "Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall
return," recalling God's words to Adam in Genesis 3:19, or “Repent, and believe the gospel” recalling the message of both
John the Baptist and Jesus (Mark 1:15).
Through the service of ashes on the first day of Lent, we come before God recognizing our humanity, repenting of our sin,
and remembering who we are and who we can be.
For more information on what we believe, visit http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe
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from the desk of
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.
Bishop in Residence
Mississippi Episcopal Area
769.243.7071 bishop@mississippi-umc.org
Greetings Friends,
As we prepare for Lent, we are inviting members of the Mississippi Annual Conference to join us in a
common devotional experience. During this Lenten season you are invited to explore Trevor Hudson's
Pauses for Lent: 40 Words for 40 Days [also available on Kindle] as we move into a new season in the
life of our United Methodist Church. To be sure, this new season--post-General Conference--is
complicated for many of us, for many different reasons.
Maybe you are wondering not only about what just happened, but more importantly, what comes
next? In an insightful article, Joe Iovino wisely invites us to pause, listen and actively wait for the
Spirit's leading during this time.
For the forty days of Lent, you can pause, listen and actively wait alongside your brothers and sisters in
Christ across our connection. In addition to Trevor Hudson's daily words, you can also read a brief
online entry with reflections on that daily entry by a fellow member of the Mississippi Conference. To
sign-up for a daily email with the reflection of the day click here.
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Lenten Luncheons, Saltillo FUMC Prayer Encounter, Cornerstone UMC Celebration & Revival
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Mark your calendars! The Tupelo District Lay
Rally featuring special guest speaker LaToya ReddThompson, Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, will be
April 11, 2019 beginning at 6 pm in Wesley Hall at
Tupelo FUMC. Tickets are $15 per person and can be
purchased from any member of the Board of Laity or
from the Tupelo District Office. NO tickets will be sold
at the door. The last day to buy tickets will be Monday,
April 8!
For a list of Board of Laity members and their contact
information, please contact the Tupelo District office at
662-842-8477.

I recently had someone ask me why I am
visiting churches in the Tupelo District. It’s not
in my job description and I don’t count it as
work hours… so why? I am doing this for
several reasons! 1) I want our churches to know
who they are talking to when they call the
District Office; 2) I want to truly get to know
our churches and what better way than to spend
time worshipping with them; and 3) most
importantly, I am doing this because I felt God
put it on my heart to do so. I care about all of
our churches and I want to support each one to
the best of my ability. It has been such a
blessing to worship together and see that we
truly are a connectional church! And the
flexibility is awesome when I can schedule a
church visit when the Bishop is preaching! If I
haven’t been to your church yet, I promise I
will be visiting ALL the churches in our
District!
Kristen
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There is always something going on a Camp Lake Stephens! For more information about any of
these upcoming events, visit the Camp Lake Stephens web site or Facebook page or email Rich
Swartwood at rich@camplakestephens.com or Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call
Camp Lake Stephens at 662-234-3350. You can also
sign up to receive the Camp Lake Stephens newsletter!
Help us spread the word!
Camp Lake Stephens
Spring Fling
March 21, 2019

Calling ALL
youth and
youth leaders!
Camp Lake
Stephens will
be having their
annual Youth
Work Day on
March 30th
from 9:00 am 4:00 pm. They
hope to tackle several projects in preparation for Summer Camp
and the Mighty Muddy 5K & Fun Run. A free (and hearty) lunch will be provided!
•
To register your group, go tocamplakestephens.com/spring-retreats/. We hope you will join us for a
day of service at CLS!

On April 6, 2019, CLS will be hosting its 1st Annual Mighty Muddy
5K & Fun Run, and all proceeds of the event will go towards summer
camper scholarships! For more information or to register, go
to camplakestephens.com/mightymuddy/
or https://racesonline.com/events/mighty-muddy-5k to get started.
We have CLS Summer Camp Registration forms available at the
District Office!
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from the desk of
Rev. Tim Thompson
Director of Faith Community Formation
769.243.7072
tthompson@mississippi-umc.org

Greetings,

REGISTER NOW to join us at our first Fresh Expressions Dinner Church Encounter workshop,
Saturday, March 9 (9 am - 4 pm) at Louisville First United Methodist Church, 300 W Main ST,
Louisville, MS.
WHY?
We live in a rapidly changing world that needs a church, rooted in scripture, orthodoxy and tradition;
but fluent in the language and culture of the world today.
Established primarily to more effectively engage our changing culture, Fresh Expressions is an
international movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of church alongside existing
congregations for the benefit of those who are not yet part of any church.
What sets Fresh Expressions apart is a focus on forming faith communities expressly for those who
have never been involved in church and/or those who have left the church. But this doesn’t mean
giving up on the established church. The key is to partner with pioneering leaders, dynamic pastors and
existing churches who are committed to make disciples who make disciples – raising up leaders with a
passion to join with God to start new forms of church that flourish.
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Cont…
MARCH 9, 2019 (9 am - 4 pm)
Louisville First UMC
300 W Main ST
Louisville, MS 39339
REGISTER HERE: www.eventbrite.com/e/dinner-churchencounter-louisville-ms-tickets-55363545856
The present-day Dinner Church movement is giving leaders and
churches a renewed ability to reach people who would never attend their Sunday morning gatherings. Join us for this
special event to find out how the Dinner Church vision could impact your congregation's ministry and leave with practical
insights that can enable you to begin hosting a Dinner Church in your own community.
A Dinner Church Encounter is a 1-day training event, beginning with the rich theological history of the dinner church
vision, and progresses throughout the day toward more practical insights that would enable a leader or group to imagine
hosting a Dinner Church in their town.
Join the movement that is reclaiming our Wesleyan heritage!
Register to join us for one of our upcoming training events - All are welcome (clergy and laity) - no limits!
~~~~~~~
APRIL 5-6 & OCTOBER 18-19, 2019
Anderson UMC
6205 Hanging Moss RD
Jackson, MS 39206
REGISTER HERE: www.eventbrite.com/e/fresh-expressionslearning-community-mississippi-tickets-55051779354
Pioneers are mission entrepreneurs who have the stirrings to go beyond existing church communities to engage in life and
ministry with people, fostering fresh expressions of church that connect with those uncomfortable or unfamiliar with the
inherited church.
Fresh Expressions Pioneer Communities are a part-time, learning community (2 retreats) designed to:
• Assist teams who want to launch fresh expressions of church
• Help pastors and lay-leaders create Fresh Expressions strategies for their communities and neighborhoods
• Surround pioneers with a network of fellow sojourners and practitioners of missional ministry
•
Over the course of several months, Pioneer cohorts meet for two weekend retreats, monthly connection and support through
coaching.
For more details or if you have questions: Contact Jason Zebert in the faith community formation office at
jzebert@mississippi-umc.org or at 769.243.7073.
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Tupelo District Board of Laity
The next Tupelo District Board of Laity meeting will be March 21, 2019 at Houston FUMC in
Houston MS. Their physical address is 230 N Jackson St, Houston 38851. Reminder letters were
mailed March 5, 2019.

Tupelo District UMW 2019
March 9
April 6 April 27

Leadership Team Meeting – Snowtown UMC, Okolona
District Book Study (What about your money) Tupelo District Office
Tupelo/New Albany District Day Apart

District/Conference/Important Dates
Ash Wednesday/Lent begins March 6, 2019
Date Light Saving time begins March 10, 2019
Dinner Church Encounter March 9, 2019 9 am – 4 pm. Louisville FUMC
District Gatherings with Bishop Swanson March 10-14, 17-24 2019
Tupelo District Gathering with Bishop Swanson March 18, 2019 at 7 pm at Tupelo
FUMC. If you are unable to attend and would like to know where else you can be a part
of the Gatherings, please call the Tupelo District Office at 842-8477.
Tupelo District Board of Laity meeting. March 21 at 7 pm at Houston FUMC.
UMCOR Sunday March 31, 2019
Fresh Expressions April 5 & 6 and October 18 & 19, 2019. Anderson UMC, Jackson
MS
Tupelo District UMW Book Study April 6 at the Tupelo District Office
Tupelo District Lay Rally April 11 at 6 pm at Tupelo FUMC
Palm Sunday April 14, 2019
Holy Week April 14-20, 2019
Easter April 21, 2019
Tupelo/New Albany District UMW Day Apart. April 27, 2019
Day of Mission May 4, 2019
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The Tupelo District Office received a call from a
gentleman who is downsizing and wants to donate his
Baldwin Concert Organ to a church that needs it. Please
contact the Tupelo District office at 842-8477 for his
contact information if you are interested!

Mark your calendars! 2019 Annual Conference
June 5-8. 2019

The Tupelo District office hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Thursday. If you need
to leave documents at the District Office after business hours, you are welcome to make use of the
drop box affixed to the wall beside the entrance to the office.
Please send submissions for the District Newsletter to
tupdist@gmail.com (Tupelo District office).
The newsletter is normally published on the first
Wednesday of each month. Deadline to be included in
the April newsletter is March 28, 2019.
Thanks so much for your help in keeping our District
connected!
Please share with us any ways we can do a better job
communicating with you!
Know someone who would like to receive the
newsletter? It’s easy to sign up! Just send an email with
names, addresses and an email address to
tupdist@gmail.com!

Invite your friends and church family to like
our Facebook page!
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