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_____________________________________________________________

Let your voice be heard by your Mississippi Conference Delegation to the 2019 Called Session of
General Conference, by attending the Listening Post with the Delegation. This gathering will happen
Sunday, January 20 at 3:30 p.m. at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson. Christ is located at
6000 Old Canton Road.
The goal of this event is to allow everyone a chance to share concerns, thoughts and prayers with those
who will represent the Mississippi Conference in the coming General Conference taking place
February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri. With the goal of hearing the hearts of those in attendance,
delegation members will not make any statements before, during or after the session.
This event is expected to last approximately two hours, but may run longer depending on how many
people wish to speak. Attendees can begin to sign up to speak at 2:30 p.m. In order to allow everyone
an opportunity to share their thoughts, individual speaking time is limited to two minutes. To learn
more about the listening post guidelines visit the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist
Church website at www.mississippi-umc.org.
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Around the District

Tupelo District Clergy Family Christmas Party
On Thursday, December 13 the Tupelo District hosted its annual Clergy Family Christmas party! A
night of food, fellowship and fun was a great way to celebrate the Christmas season! Thank you to the
District Operations team for planning this celebration and thank you FUMC Tupelo for hosting!
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Tupelo District Christmas gift Thank you
Dr. Barnes believes that the Lord allowed him to remain as a co –
superintendent so that he could continue to work toward paying off
the debt on the District Office. Through the generosity of so many,
we have been able to make a significant decrease in the amount
owed. The Christmas giving allowed us to make another signification
payment on the interest owed and we are blessed by your generosity.
We would to specifically thank St. Luke UMC (Tupelo), the Tremont
UMC Charge and the Carolina Charge for their generous donations!
Financial gifts will continue to be accepted! Paying down this debt
enables us to be better stewards of the apportionments we receive.
Please mail your donations to the Tupelo District Office, PO Box
3957, Tupelo MS 38803.
Thank you and Happy New Year from the Staff at the Tupelo District Office!!

Faithful Leadership Training
As we jump into a new year, many of our churches will be welcoming people
into new positions of leadership. As pastoral leaders, it is our responsibility to
ensure that our current and new leaders are properly trained for their tasks.
One of the most efficient ways to ensure that your leaders are appropriately
prepared is to invite, urge, insist, and/or compel them to come to the
training provided by the District.
On Sunday, January 13 from 3 pm to 5 pm at Wesley United Methodist
Church (Tupelo), resident experts will be offering training for PPR,
Finance/Trustees committees, and security.
We hope that you will join us and that you will encourage your leaders to come and learn how they can
faithfully lead the church in their roles.
If you have specific questions would like addressed regarding PPR, Finance/Trustees or Security, please email
them to the District office by Thursday, January 10 at 2pm. (tupdist@gmail.com)
Please contact the Tupelo District office at 662-842-8477 if you have any questions!

Statistical Reports
With the coming of the New Year, so comes the statistical reporting process. We
will again be using the EZRA system provided by the General Council on Finance
and Administration (GCFA) that we used in 2016. The Tupelo District Statistician is
Joe Coggins and he can be contact via phone at (662) 416-1014 or via email at
joecog58@gmail.com. You can also call the Tupelo District office with your
questions!

5

Newsletter

January 2019

Make your plans to attend the Cokesbury "VBS Exploration!" event on Wednesday January 30, 2019
from 11 am – 6:30 pm at the Tupelo District Office! Pastors, Children’s Ministry leaders and VBS
Directors are invited to come and explore in preparation for upcoming Vacation Bible Schools.
The events will feature VBS kits and materials from several different publishers. Participants will be
able to examine all of the materials and ask questions of our Cokesbury Representative!
Don't miss this great opportunity for your church staff and volunteers to experience in a hands-on way
what is available for the 2019 season. Please contact Kristen Partin at the Tupelo District Office at
662-842-8477 if you have any questions!

Tupelo District Board of Laity
The next Tupelo District Board of Laity meeting will be January 17,
2019 at St. Luke UMC (Tupelo). Reminder letters have been mailed.

Tupelo District UMW 2018-2019
2019
January 11-12
January 26
February 2
February 9
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Join us for one of our next Fresh Expression Vision Days and be part of a movement that will help transcend the
churches of the Mississippi Conference into growing, vital communities of faith, mission and outreach.
Fresh Expressions is a form of church for our changing culture established primarily for the benefit of people
who are not yet part of any church.
What is a Vision Day?
A Vision Day is a one-day training event that provides the perfect opportunity to discover what it means to be
the Church in new and creative ways. You will have a chance to:
•

Hear how Fresh Expressions is renewing the church

•

Talk about the development of Fresh Expression US

•
•

Learn more about the Mission-Shaped Church
Discover tools to start Fresh Expressions in your area

God is using ordinary people to start fresh expressions of church all around the world. Learn how by attending
one of our Vision Days.

JANUARY 19, 2019: 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Seashore United Methodist Assembly
Leggett Memorial UMC
1410 Leggett Drive

FEBRUARY 16, 2019: 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Batesville UMC
119 Panola Ave.

For details and to register click here, or contact Jason Zebert in the faith community formation office at
jzebert@mississippi-umc.org or at 769.243.7073.

*
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You've worked so hard to do so much for others, especially in
the midst of an anxious time in the life of our world and
church. As we begin 2019 together, you are invited to give
yourself the gift of time, of community and of new growth.
The 2019 Clergy Leadership Conference this February 4-6 is a
great opportunity to catch up with old friends and colleagues,
find encouragement for your ongoing ministry, and enjoy an
engaging continuing education experience.
2019 Clergy Leadership Conference
February 4 6, 2019
St. Mark's United Methodist Church in Brandon MS.
featuring keynote speaker Sandy Richter,
Robert H. Gundry Professor of Biblical Studies at Westmont College,
'Holiness' in a Modern World: An Inquiry into Creation Care
Our own Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will lead us in opening worship. At the conclusion of the Clergy
Leadership Conference, Bishop Swanson will kick off a series of clergy-only meetings around the connection.
During this meeting, Bishop Swanson will talk with clergy about leading our churches during this challenging
season, as well as provide time to listen to the hopes, concerns and questions people have as we approach the
Called Session of General Conference this February.
You can register online now through the Center for Ministry website. Early-bird registration continues until
January 21.

***************************************************
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the most significant lay leadership
development programs already available within the United Methodist
connection. Through this system of equipping and empowering, lay
servants have the opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ who then
go and make other disciples.
To better remember and understand the core process, think in terms of
HOPE—Hospitality, Offer Christ, Purpose, and Engagement. Remember
that discipleship is all about relationships. It is essential that we see all the
people (#SeeAllThePeople) as we seek to make disciples for the
transformation of the world. HOPE provides a discipleship system as we
begin to build new relationships outside our church walls. New disciples
are made and sent out to reach even more people, going out into the world
in outreach and mission. Disciples offer hospitality to those not yet in the body; they offer Christ by providing
an opportunity for people to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the Spirit and profession of
faith; they nurture people in Christian living to help them find a true sense of purpose in life and what it means
to live out their belief through acts of piety, acts of mercy, and other means of grace; and, they put their faith
into action by helping to transform the surrounding community through engagement in mission and ministry as
they offer hospitality in the name of Jesus Christ. As lay servant ministries is all about equipping and
empowering people in their discipleship, it is an excellent way to build up HOPE in any congregation.
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There is always something going on a Camp Lake Stephens! For more information about any of
these upcoming events, visit the Camp Lake Stephens web site or Facebook page or email Rich
Swartwood at rich@camplakestephens.com or Chap Fenwick at chap@camplakestephens.com or call
Camp Lake Stephens at 662-234-3350. You can also sign up to receive the Camp Lake Stephens
newsletter!

On April 6, 2019, CLS will be hosting its 1st Annual Mighty Muddy
5K & Fun Run, and all proceeds of the event will go towards summer
camper scholarships! For more information or to register, go
to camplakestephens.com/mightymuddy/ or
r https://racesonline.com/events/mighty-muddy-5k to get started.
Prices increase after February 1st, so don't wait!

Calling ALL youth and youth leaders! Camp Lake Stephens will
be having their annual Youth Work Day on March 30th from
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. They hope to tackle several projects in
preparation for Summer Camp and the Mighty Muddy 5K & Fun
Run. A free (and hearty) lunch will be provided!
•
•
To register your group, go tocamplakestephens.com/springretreats/. We hope you will join us for a day of service at CLS!

Summer Camp 2019!!!
We have Summer Camp fliers
available at the District office!
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We are created for a lifetime of love and intimacy, but relationships can be hard, even for the happiest
couples. Distance, frustration and disconnection can enter through any number of life's events.
Come to a Christian-based marriage retreat at Lake Junaluska to better understand your partner and
learn to cultivate a warmer, more joyful and loving relationship.
WHAT YOU WILL LEARN AND APPLY:
How to strengthen essential psychological and spiritual foundations for healthy, happy
relationships
How to stop rigid negative patterns in communication that lead to frustration and disconnection
How to be more accessible, responsive and engaged in your relationship
How to better understand your partner and help them to understand you
How to share your deepest needs for support, love and affection and respond to those same
needs in your partner
Pastoral participants earn 1.5 CEUs for participation in this program. This retreat is perfect for pastors
who regularly do marriage counseling, or anyone who wants to strengthen the bond in their marriage.
Cost:
Marriage Enrichment Program for two people: $350
Two nights lodging for two people and five meals (Monday breakfast through Tuesday lunch)
for two people (required): $319
Dates:
March 10-12, 2019
August 18-20, 2019
September 29 - October 1, 2019
Learn more at www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or call 800-222-4930.
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Travel with the Bishop!
Make plans now to register for the 2019 Wesley
Heritage Tour departing July 9 and returning to
the United States July 17. Join Bishop Swanson
and Mrs. Swanson for a once in a lifetime
experience.
This exciting nine-day tour to England is a great
opportunity to learn more about the life of John
Wesley. Enhance your journey by adding an
optional extension.
Brochures are available at the Tupelo District
Office or you can download a copy by visiting
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours.
Once on the site, enter the tour as "HE19," the
date as "070919" and the code as "M." Register
online and receive confirmation for your
registration from Educational Opportunities
**********************************************************************
Come with your youth group for
a Christian weekend packed with
worship, fellowship and skiing in
the Great Smoky Mountains. As
part of our Lake Junaluska Winter
Youth Retreats, youth can choose
to ski or do mission work. Every
session includes relevant
contemporary spiritual messages
and awesome Christian concerts.
2018/2019 WINTER YOUTH RETREATS
January 18 - 21
January 25 - 27
February 8 - 10
February 15 – 18
For more information visit:
https://www.lakejunaluska.com/specials_packages/youth_group_packages/ski_groups/
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Mark your calendar!
UMW Conference Leadership Team Meeting. January 11-12, 2019 Camp Garaywa,
Clinton
District Faithful Leadership Training: January 13 at 3 pm at Wesley UMC (Tupelo).
Board of Laity: January 17 at 7 pm at St. Luke UMC (Tupelo).
Dcom will meet with Local and Licensed Pastors January 26 and February 12, 2019.
Listening Post with the Delegation. Sunday, January 20 at 3:30 p.m. at Christ United
Methodist Church in Jackson. Christ is located at 6000 Old Canton Road.
Martin Luther King Holiday – Tupelo District Office closed
Tupelo District UMW Officers Training. January 26, 2019 St. James UMC (Amory)
Confirmation Retreat at Camp Lake Stephens – February 1-3, 2019
Conference Mission U Committee Meeting. February 2, 2019. Methodist Foundation
Bldg., Ridgeland MS
Tupelo District UMW District Book Study. February 9, Tupelo District Office
Tupelo District Lay Speaker School. February 15 – 16, 2019. Wesley UMC (Tupelo)
Introduction to Lay Ministry: Basic Course
Advance: Living Our United Methodist Beliefs
Advance: Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition
Advance: Accountable Discipleship

Rev. Mary Hutson
Rev. Smith Lilley
Rev. Wayne
Napier
Deaconess Lou Ann
Staggs

Fresh Expression Vison Day – Batesville MS February 16 9:30 – 3:30.
Special Session on the General Conference: February 23-26, St. Louis MO
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The Tupelo District office hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday
through Thursday. If you need to leave documents at the District
Office after business hours, you are welcome to make use of the
drop box affixed to the wall beside the entrance to the office.

Please send submissions for the District Newsletter to
tupdist@gmail.com (Tupelo District office).
The newsletter is normally published on the first Wednesday of each month.
Deadline to be included in the February newsletter is January 31, 2019.

Thanks so much for your help in
keeping our District connected!
Please share with us any ways we can
do a better job communicating with you!
Know someone who would like to
receive the newsletter? It’s easy to sign
up! Just send an email with names,
addresses and an email address to
tupdist@gmail.com!
Invite your friends and church family
to like our Facebook page!
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