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As this edition of the newsletter goes out, summer is ending and the new school year is about to begin or has 
already begun! We offer this prayer from the UMC website and encourage you to visit the website for other 
resources for children, youth, and adults as you prepare for the back to school 
season. 

Back-to-School Blessing 
by the Rev. Marilyn E. Thornton 
 
Bless my paper and my pen. 
Guide my spirit deep within. 
Help me think and help me play, 
This whole school year, day by day. 
As I move from class to class, 
Guide my footsteps; clear my path. 
Keep my tongue to speak your words. 
Let your will for me be heard. 
In every subject high or low, 
May God's excellence be shown! 
Keep me strong to reach the prize, 
To grow in grace, becoming wise. 
 

 
Whether far from 
home or near, 
May I hold God's 
precepts dear. 
To do my best at every 
task; 
For this blessing, I do 
ask. 
Help my family be a 
part 
As I lift my mind and heart. 
As I study, work, and pray, 
Be with them throughout the day. 
Of whom much is given, much is required. 
May learning be your greatest desire! 

 http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/a-united-methodist-prayer-for-the-classroom 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/a-united-methodist-prayer-for-the-classroom
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Around the District 

The Mooreville Charge United Methodist Women 
provided some much needed updates to the self- 

contained classroom at Mooreville Middle School. The 
group became aware of the project by meeting with Lee 
County School District officials as well as the Special 

Education teachers at the Mooreville schools. The group 
painted walls, bought new cabinets, and a new sink. They 

also plan to replace some of cooking utensils and pans. 
The kitchenette area is used to teach students how to 

prepare meals so that they can learn to care for 
themselves.  

 

 

 

On July 17-18, the UMW hosted Mission u in 
Jackson MS.  Pictured are Tupelo District UMW 
members at Mission u 2019.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, July 27, the Itawamba County Cluster 
hosted their annual Fish Fry at Friendship Park in 

Mantachie. The proceeds benefit the Itawamba Food 
Pantries in Fulton and Mantachie.  
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On Saturday, July 27 St. Paul UMC (Tupelo) celebrated 
their anniversary with a picnic at Green Street Grove Park! 

There was lots of games, food, music and plenty of laughter!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday August 3, the Tupelo District Office 
hosted the Tupelo District UMW Mini Mission u. 
Our District is SO blessed because of the ministry of 

our United Methodist Women! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fulton First United Methodist church is currently looking 
for someone to play the piano and/or organ on a part time 
basis. If you are interested in learning more, please contact 
the church at (662) 862-9530 or email Rev. Phillip Box 
at pw--box@outlook.com 

 

 

 

mailto:pw--box@outlook.com


 

 

Newsletter August 2019 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

Installation Service Celebration 

On Sunday July 28 we gathered together as a District to celebrate the appointment of Rev. Fred S. 
Britton as the Tupelo District Superintendent! From the heart felt songs to the symbols of faith to the 

sacraments of Holy Communion and the welcome reception afterwards for Rev. Britton and his wife, it 
was a day filled with joy and happiness!  
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Installation Service Celebration cont. 
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On Monday, August 5, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., the resident bishop of the Mississippi 
Conference of The United Methodist Church was in the Tupelo District! Bishop Swanson met with the 
clergy at Tupelo FUMC, toured the Helping Hands and the Tree of Life Clinic ministries and visited 

the new sanctuary at Usher Valley UMC! We’re so thankful for Bishop Swanson’s leadership! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference-436491529732524/
https://www.facebook.com/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference-436491529732524/
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If you have ever considered working with 
UMVIM (United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission), this upcoming training may be just 
what you need! 
Upcoming UMVIM Team Leader Training 
Saturday, August 17, 10am-4pm 
Location: MS United Methodist Foundation 581 
Highland Colony Parkway, Ridgeland, MS Led 
by Rev. Amanda Gordon 
Pre-Register by August 12: 662-781-1333 or 
amandammumc@gmail.com 

 

St. Paul Semi Formal Dinner                                        Retired Clergy Breakfast    

 

 

 

 

Coming soon! The Tupelo District will soon have its own 
website! Be watching for more information in future 
newsletters and on Facebook! And speaking of Facebook, 
have YOU liked our page yet?! Tupelo District UMC!  
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From the desk of Rev. Trey Harper Director of Spiritual Leadership 769.243.7030 tharper@mississippi-umc.org 

 
Dear Mississippi friends, 

Are you craving a time of spiritual renewal and enrichment? We hope you will prayerfully consider registering for the Five Day-
Academy for Spiritual Formation—right here in Mississippi. 
  
The Five-Day Academy is an ecumenical Christian retreat designed for clergy and laity by The Upper Room. During this week away 
from the busyness of daily routine, your relationship to God will deepen through a daily rhythm of prayer, worship, study and reflection.  
  
Each day will include teachings by gifted spiritual leaders, periods of silence and reflection, morning and evening prayer, Holy 
Communion and small group discussion. Time for rest and relaxation are also part of each day.  
  
Our theme for the week will be, “Make us Holy; Make Us Whole.” We will gather in the natural beauty of The Gray Center in Canton to 
experience restoration and a renewed hope for ourselves, the church and the world. You are invited to come as you are and experience the 
grace of forgiveness and peace that is revealed in scripture, worship and community. Your place is being prepared for you. Register 
today! 
  
The retreat begins with dinner, Sunday, September 8 and concludes by noon on Friday, September 13. The registration fee covers 
lodging, meals, 10 teaching sessions by our faculty presenters, Dr. Mary Earle, Rev. Robbins Sims and unlimited opportunities to be 
inspired, filled with joy and renewed to serve Christ in the world. 
  
The “Make Us Holy; Make Us Whole” retreat in September is supported by the United Methodist Conferences of Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Arkansas and through the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation and the Center for Ministry at Millsaps. 

Last year was the first retreat with the three conferences combined. It was held in Little Rock and 11 people for the Mississippi 
Conference went for a special time of reflection, learning and spiritual formation. Since it is Mississippi’s turn to host this event, we are 
hoping to have a good representation of Mississippians there.  

I hope you will prayerfully consider going on this retreat. It will be September 8-13, 2019 at the Gray Center in Canton, 
Mississippi.  The total cost for room board and tuition for a single room is $650 before August 1 and $700 after.  A $100 non-
refundable deposit is required. 
  
Some scholarships are available to help with the cost. These scholarships are available through the Mississippi Conference and are 
available to clergy and laity. Clergy might also consider using their continuing education monies for this time of spiritual enrichment. See 
attached scholarship application for more details.  
  
NOTE:  If you are applying for a scholarship, DO NOT pay the full amount online! When given the option of paying by credit card or 
check, select “check.”  Follow the instructions on the website.  You might be asked to pay the $100 registration fee online. If you are 
offered a scholarship, you would then write a check for the balance not covered by scholarship. 

Registration is due by August 15. If you have questions about registration, contact Dede Roberts 501.324.8016 or droberts@arumc.org. 

 
This retreat is part of the Academy for Spiritual Formation, started by the Upper Room. These are meaningful retreats held all over the 
country. You can see the various retreats and locations on their website.    
 

mailto:%5B%5Btharper@mississippi-umc.org%5D%5D
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!BsYpm1q6ygHYYRIiilD6MyOFuhQpc3t208tNg0GMnjINmZ8sR3wm0pB2S3UcHBAeg
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!BsYpm1q6ygHYYRIiilD6MyOFuhQpc3t208tNg0GMnjINmZ8sR3wm0pB2S3UcHBAeg
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!CPVpXGEjpBDzWW3T4aFf+NOcop38zYNkrQCf4aAp1vFCTzzpSbxmoRlktBN7z5+gg
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!GfMOcJrFmFB75RAEmSuBSP0L+8wrWE+GcsJ48vyG0IdAlnLS2BCYWbx7ZZq09Nznw
mailto:droberts@arumc.org
https://mississippi-email.brtapp.com/!Cr1RAIIQWyP3vaIH4o92xFD2AsLwwIxGoimA9uRk0gBAaa2qQsM7I-LPssec8C2xw
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Flyers for the Leadership Conference are available at the Tupelo District Office 
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CAMP LAKE STEPHENS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you missed it last fall, go ahead and put it on your calendar NOW! Camp 
Lake Stephens will be hosting Family Camp again this fall! Bring your 

parents! Bring your kids! Bring yourself! Hop on over 
to camplakestephens.com/fall-retreats/ to learn more and to reserve your 

spot(s)!  
 

Children’s Retreat 
October 12-13, 2019 

Cost: $90 per person 
Early-bird deadline: 9/26/19 

Final deadline: 10/7/19 
“Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will 
never be thirsty.” John 6:35 Throughout scripture, food often serves as a catalyst for Jesus to not only teach 
about the Kingdom of God, but to also serve and show love to His followers, strangers, and yes, even 
sinners!  Jesus fed the hungry and demanded others to do the same, but he also spoke to the hunger of the soul. 
Despite the differences of the people Jesus taught, they were united at the table of Christ, and only at this table 
would their hunger and thirst truly be quenched. Join us for an amazing weekend when we can gather at the 
table together! 
 
Speaker & Worship Leader: Rev. Eddie Willis 
Rev. Eddie Willis is the campus minister at the University of 
Mississippi.  He and his wife, Allyson, who he met at Camp Lake 
Stephens, lead M28Camps each summer, which takes place at Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina. Eddie loves engaging all ages in music and 
Word with the goal of all coming closer to Christ.  Fun fact: Eddie is 
the pastor of Taylor UMC in Lafayette County, plays a Taylor 
guitar, and he does a mean James Taylor impersonation.  He can 
also make some awesome sound effects! Eddie has four amazing 
kids: Selby, Clayton, Lydia, and Lauren. 
 

For more information, go to camplakestephens.com/childrens-spiritual-life-retreat/ 

 

 

http://camplakestephens.com/fall-retreats/?fbclid=IwAR3CW_pbVAMfnomxcWmL6Rv5QSoWLT_-DKA1pAGiltwBfNKHwKL08_1KUBM
http://camplakestephens.com/childrens-spiritual-life-retreat/
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From the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church 

 
Local Church Racial/Ethnic 
Ministries Grant 
Grants up to $10,000 will be 
available this fall from 
Discipleship Ministries to 
strengthen the leadership 
training, small groups, 
worship, stewardship and 
spiritual formation in ethnic 
local United Methodist 
churches. 
Special consideration will be 
given this year to programs 

that promote racial reconciliation involving leadership with young people. Find requirements for the 
grant here www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/grants-available-for-local-church-racial-ethnic-
ministries. Applications must be submitted to the Office of Faith Community Formation no later 
than September 1. 
You may email your application to tthompson@mississippi-umc.org with "Local Church Racial/Ethnic 
Ministries Grant" in the subject line or by regular mail to: 
Office of Faith Community Formation, Attention: Local Church Racial/Ethnic Ministries Grant 
320-F Briarwood Drive 
Jackson, MS 39206. 
 
 

3-L Academy 
 

The Mississippi 
Conference Board of 
Pension is pleased to 
present a two-day 
educational session 
where we plan to assist 
clergy in modeling and 
teaching the United 
Methodist commitment 
to fully utilizing their 
time, talents, gifts, 
service, and witness. 
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The academy will provide an opportunity to explore clergy benefits, financial planning, stewardship 
education, couple housing, personal savings and Wespath services, and connectionalism as the 
participant leads the denomination in Mississippi and to accomplish the mission of The United 
Methodist Church: The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-
making occurs. 

 3-L Academy will be August 19-20, 2019.  For more information or to register visit   
https://www.mississippi-umc.org/educationalevents   $60 for the first person from a church and $10 for 
each additional person from the same church covers breakfast, lunch and snacks for both days.   For 
hotel reservations at the site of the 3 “L” Academy, contact the Hilton Jackson at 1-888-263-0524. Ask 
for a room in the United Methodist Church block and use the block code UMCC3L. The hotel is 
located at 1001 East County Line Road, Jackson, Mississippi. 

For more educational events, visit The Mississippi Conference website at www.mississippi-umc.org 
********************************************************************************** 

 
District/Conference/Important Dates 

United Methodist Women August 9-10 – Leadership Team Meeting, Methodist Foundation, 
Ridgeland, MS 
Tupelo District dCOM Training August 10 – Tupelo FUMC 
UMVIM Training – August 17 – Ridgeland, MS 
New DS/DCM Orientation – August 18-22, 2019 
Intentional Discipleship Workshop – August 24 – St. Mark (Tupelo) 
Retired Clergy Breakfast – August 27 – Tupelo District Office 
Labor Day – Monday, September 2 (The District Office will be closed)  
Board of Laity Meeting – September 17 at 7 pm at the Tupelo District Office  
Collaborative Leadership Conference September 28 – Jackson MS 
UMW Annual Meeting – October 4-5 Hattiesburg MS 
 

  

The Tupelo District office hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Thursday and we are 
normally open during lunch. If you need to leave documents at the District Office after business 
hours, you are welcome to make use of the drop box affixed to the wall beside the entrance to the 

office.   

Please send submissions for the District Newsletter to tupdist@gmail.com (Tupelo District office).  
 

The newsletter is normally published on the first Wednesday of each month. Deadline to be 
included in the September newsletter will be Thursday, August 29, 2019.  

 
The September newsletter will publish September 4, 2019 

 

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/educationalevents
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