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In our increasingly
fast-paced world, we
don’t take time to slow
down, leave behind the
noise of news and
social media and set
apart quiet time to talk
with God and hear His
voice.
‘Reflections,' a video blog set to air every two weeks, is an opportunity to commit to
regular devotion and discernment on how we can grow as disciples and make disciples
in the midst of tension in the world, at our jobs, in our churches and in our homes. To
listen, visit https://www.mississippi-umc.org/reflections. Stay tuned for the next
webisode airing Tuesday, October 8 centered around, “Who You Are.”
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Around the District

Mooreville Methodist Church Women's Club donated
money to Ms. Arnold's classroom at Mooreville
Elementary to buy items for sensory centers. Pastor Eric
Sanford presented a check to Ms. Arnold.

On Friday, September 6 a fish fry was held at
the Brewer Community Center. All the proceeds
will go to support F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry in
Nettleton, which provides boxes of food to
hundreds of food insecure families each month.

On Sunday, Sept 22, Nettleton UMC celebrated
the 100th birthday of Mrs. Zelma Lee Whitehead!
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Methodist Children’s Home of Mississippi

The Tupelo District Board of Laity had a special guest speaker at their recent board meeting. Samantha
Kalahar, Director of Development for Methodist Children’s Home of Mississippi shared about the
important work the home has been doing in the lives of children. Methodist Children’s Homes has
been providing care and love for children and families in Mississippi since 1896. Originally an
orphanage, MCH has cared for more than 11,000 children for over a century. For more information
about this important ministry, please visit their website at https://mchms.org/ or visit their Facebook
page Methodist Children’s Home of Mississippi.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD

Little Light of Mine is an opportunity to
change a life. One-hundred percent of the
money collected from the Special Offering
on October 20th will fund their programs,
helping children in need. They are
encouraging churches across the state to get
involved and help shine the light of the
Lord.

For more information on the Little Light of Mine offering, please visit
https://mchms.org/index.php/events/event/little-light-of-mine-childrens-sabbath-offering
For more ways that you and your church can support the mission and ministry of Methodist Children’s Home of
Mississippi, visit https://mchms.org/index.php/site/section/category/ways-to-give

3

Tupelo District Newsletter

October 2019

Saltillo FUMC youth have been busy!

On Saturday, August 24 the youth went
to Columbus MS and cleaned out 160
water containers that will be sent to
Haiti. If anyone is interested in this great
Mission Opportunity please reach out to
Kathy Cadden at 662-549-2416 in
Columbus MS.

.

On Saturday, September 28, the youth cooked and fed the homeless at the Salvation Army Shelter in
Tupelo, MS.
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SATURDAY - OCTOBER 6th!!! The Brewer UMW Bazaar!!! All proceeds will be used for the
UMW's mission initiatives.
Do you need a pan of chicken and dressing for the holidays? How about some frozen soups and
casseroles to save time during the winter?
Do you like baked goods? Handmade crafts?
Are you looking for inexpensive wardrobe additions or toys?
We'll have all of that and more beginning at 7:00 AM.
There will coffee and sausage biscuits available for sale early and hamburgers and hot dogs for sale for
lunch.
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Looking for a training event in North Mississippi?! Check out the upcoming Vision Day on October
17, 2019!
A Vision Day is a one-day training event that provides the perfect opportunity to discover what it
means to be the Church in new and creative ways, hear from Fresh Expressions practitioners, learn
how to renew existing congregations through fresh expressions of church, and discern what this could
mean for your region, community, or neighborhood. There is active discussion as well as opportunity
to build networks and relationships among those in your area.
Please share out to your laity and churches. All are invited and encouraged to attend. Registration fee
for Mississippi folks is $25 per person.
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Greetings to all,
I hope all are well. I am excited to share that
we are receiving a missionary through the
General Board of Global Ministries for
itineration this November. I am the
Conference Secretary for Global Ministries.
One of my roles is to facilitate itineration of
missionaries when they come to our
conference. Marcel Sachou, from the Ivory
Coast, serving in the Central African Republic
is coming to Mississippi to share about his work planting churches in the CAR. Due to CAR being a
high security risk area his bio is not to be posted on a website.
Our Conference Global Missions Committee has been discerning a partnership with the GBGM
Initiative in the CAR. We are hoping to develop a covenant partnership to help strengthen the church
here and there.
Marcel is one of the ways we can support the work there. Churches can develop a covenant
relationship to support him through the Advance. He is a church planter and can share about this new
initiative.
Our goal is to have him visit all 11 districts while in MS. Therefore, this requires some coordination
and cooperation. Therefore, I need your help.
1) Each district have a person, a couple, or a team of persons (think a retiree who loves missions)
responsible for hosting him while in each district. This means housing, meals, transportation (picking
him up from previous district, transferring to next district, to speaking engagements). We want to show
our guest the best hospitality we can. Hotels are fine but would like to have him staying in one place
while in each district if possible rather than moving around each night as he will be moving around a
bunch anyway.
2) Help with identifying places for him to speak.
Here are some ideas:
He can speak to groups large or small.
Want to have diversity in churches (size, race, locations)
He could speak to individual congregations or to a district group (think UMW, UMM, Wesley
Foundations)
He could share at multiple events/churches each day.
Think about churches that may want to connect with a missionary or do some kind of Global mission.
Covenant relationships are $5 a member.
Please contact Eric at esanfor@gmail.com for more information or with any questions.
Eric Sanford
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General Board of Global Ministries continued:
Here is the schedule:
Sat. 2nd – Arrive
Sun. 3rd West Jackson
Mon. 4th am West Jackson
pm - transfer to Brookhaven district
Tues. 5th - Brookhaven Wed. 6th- am - Brookhaven
PM- transfer to Seashore
Thur. 7th - Seashore
Fri. 8th - am – Seashore Pm - Transfer to Hattiesburg
Sat. 9th – Hattiesburg
Sun. 10th - am -Hattiesburg
PM- transfer to Meridian
Mon. 11th - Meridian
Tues. 12th - am – Meridian
PM- transfer to Starkville
Wed. 13th – Starkville Thur. 14th - am - Starkville
PM- transfer to Tupelo Fri. 15th - Tupelo
Sat. 16th - am – Tupelo PM- transfer to New Albany
Sun. 17th -New Albany Mon. 18th - am -New Albany
PM - transfer to Senatobia
Tues. 19th - Senatobia
Wed. 20th - am – Senatobia
PM- transfer to Greenwood
Thur. 21st – Greenwood Fri. 22nd - am - Greenwood
PM- transfer to EJ
Sat. 23rd - East Jackson
Sun. 24th - East JacksonMon. 25th – departure
The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) connects the church in mission. This is accomplished by
sending missionaries, including young adults, from everywhere and to everywhere; collaborating and engaging
with volunteers; evangelizing and church planting through mission initiatives; addressing diseases of poverty
and global health; and responding to natural and civil disasters.

Mission Grants
These grants are established to strengthen missions
in the local churches of our annual conference as the
church reaches out to their communities in efforts to
fulfill the purpose of the Mississippi Annual
Conference. These grants are for mission and
ministry--they are not for bricks and mortar. These
grants are available to any Mississippi United
Methodist church. The grant application window is
traditionally October 1-31 each year. Applicants are
notified in early December if their grant was
approved. All grant funds must be spent and a
witness report submitted by September 1 of the
following year. To learn more about mission grants
and/or apply visit https://www.mississippiumc.org/cmgrants
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As many congregations recognize
Pastor Appreciation Month,
October is a great time to lift up
our pastors in prayer. But how do
you pray for a pastor? These tips
will help you get started.

One of the best ways we can
support our pastors and show
them our appreciation is to regularly pray for them. But it can be difficult to know exactly what we
should pray for. To help get started, we’ve assembled fifteen areas of pastors’ lives and ministries
where they would value your prayers.
1. Spiritual lives. Our pastors’ spiritual lives are important to their finding the wisdom, strength and
guidance necessary to lead a church. Pray for your pastors’ growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ, as the
Holy Spirit works through them to serve your congregation and community.
2. Time management. With all of their responsibilities, United Methodist pastors need to become masters
of their calendars. John Wesley knew this back in the 1700s. He instructed the preachers, “Never trifle
away time.” Pray for your pastors to use time wisely, including blocking out occasions for Sabbath
rest, prayer, work and family.
3. Families. Speaking of families, it is important to remember that our ministers may also be a spouse, a
parent, and a child to parents who have needs. Remember to pray for your pastor’s family.
4. Preaching. Delivering a great sermon (and the ones that are less than great) takes hours of study and
preparation. Pray for your pastors as they prepare worship services, sacraments and sermons. May they
have the words to communicate what God has placed on their hearts.
5. Strength. The work of a pastor requires reserves of spiritual and emotional strength. Ask God to
bolster ministers' hearts and minds, especially on days when they feel weak, inadequate, or unqualified.
6. Visiting ministries. Visiting people in hospital rooms, nursing homes, rehabilitation centers, memory
centers, hospice units, homes and jail cells, is an important part of your pastor’s job. Pray for her or his
ability to connect with those who are struggling and to share God’s comfort, peace and hope.
7. Leadership. Pastors shepherd their congregations, lead individuals to Christ and guide the church as a
witness to the work of God in our communities. Pray for your pastor’s ability to lead your
congregation.
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8. Decision-making. Being a leader includes making difficult decisions. Sometimes that means making a
call when the “right answer” is elusive. Other times it is about making an unpopular choice. Pray for
God to guide your pastor’s decisions.
9. Ministry with the poor. Pastors are called upon to help those who do not have enough food, rent money,
or the ability to pay a utility bill. They also lead their congregations to do the same. Pray that your
pastor has the wisdom and resources necessary to help those in need, and that he or she might represent
Jesus well to those who feel forgotten.
10. Communication. We’ve all sent a note, email or text that is misunderstood by the recipient. Ministers
reach out to so many people, miscommunication is nearly impossible to avoid. Ask God to make your
pastor’s communication clear and for grace when he or she is misunderstood.
11. Conflict .Conflicts sometimes arise when people miscommunicate and disagree. Some conflicts are
serious, while others are petty. Pray for your pastors’ strength, wisdom, patience and discernment as
they navigate the conflicts that arise.
12. Vision .United Methodist pastors help set the vison for their congregations. Pray that your pastor
may clearly see where God is leading your church and for opportunities for ministries to grow in those
areas.
13. Finances .Money worries can be a big distraction. Pray for financial peace for your pastor, both with
the congregation’s budget and his or her family finances.
14. Health. Your pastor’s physical health is important. Pray for them to take time to care for their bodies
through rest, exercise, and eating well.
15. Encouragement. Pray for your pastors to be encouraged today. Pray that they might know in their
hearts the differences they make in the lives of individuals, in your congregation, and in your
community.
You can be an answer to prayer when you encourage your ministers. Write a note, text or email to let
them know what a difference they make in your life. They will surely appreciate it.
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/15-ways-to-pray-for-your-pastor
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CAMP LAKE STEPHENS
Camp Lake Stephens is excited to introduce
Jeff Wilson as Camp Lake Stephen's new
Assistant Director! Jeff and his wife, Emily
are not strangers to our community as they
both have been involved with CLS for years!
Most recently, Jeff served as the Program
Director for Blue Lake United Methodist
Assembly in Andalusia, Alabama for the past
two years. Prior to that, he served in a variety
of positions at CLS including: Counselor, High
Ropes Director, Summer Assistant Director,
Program Intern, and Adventure Camp
Coordinator.
Jeff will be joining our ministry on October 2nd. He is excited to see the traditions and activities that
CLS is known for continue, while bringing in new flavor and excitement to our programming. Among
the first projects will be to introduce the 2020 calendar, engage in our retreat planning, and begin the
wonderful task of hiring 2020 summer staff.
His duties will also include coordinating our four Program Specialists, building upon our strong retreat
base, and assisting the development of non-summer programming.
Jeff grew up in Tupelo, MS. After graduating high school, he went to the University of Alabama –
Huntsville to study Biology and Earth System Sciences. His love for camping ministry began after his
freshman year in college as a counselor at Camp Lake Stephens. Four years later, after graduating from
UAH, and fulfilling numerous roles as a summer staff member, he made the commitment to go into
Camping Ministry full time. In October 2017 Jeff was married to the love of his life Emily. They share
a love of being outdoors and traveling. He also enjoys spending his free time hiking and working in his
garden. He looks forward to helping CLS continue to be a leader in camping ministry and transform
lives in God’s woods and waters!
Jeff will begin on October 8! His email will be jeff@camplakestephens.com
There will be an open house and
commissioning if you would like to
celebrate with them! This will be a
chance to meet Jeff and Emily, and start
their adventure off with a brief worship
experience.
You can register your attendance by
visiting the Camp Lake Stephen’s
Facebook page!
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Children’s
Retreat:
Unashamed
Cost: $90 per person
Registration deadline:
10/7/19

For more information, go to camplakestephens.com/childrens-spiritual-life-retreat/

Christmas at Camp is a wonderful community event, packed with fun and the magical
joy of the Christmas season. While here, participants will have the opportunity to
experience a variety of activities: Arts & Crafts, Pictures with Santa, Bonfire &
S’mores, a Live Nativity Scene, and Caroling. In addition, a variety of food and
refreshments will be offered, including hotdogs and chili donated by local churches and
restaurants, plus hot chocolate and desserts!
December 14, 2019
4:30 – 7:30 pm
Cost: $15 per family
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Mark your calendars! Administry Training available
Oct. 12, 2019 Batesville FUMC - Senatobia District
Nov. 16, 2019 New Albany FUMC - New Albany District
Dec. 14, 2019 Madison UMC, East Jackson District
The financial leadership training provides counsel and guidance to
strengthen the administrative and financial abilities of the local church
treasurer, financial secretary, finance committee members, church business
administrators and church Trustees. Successful completion of the training
session and assignments will result in a Mississippi Conference recognized
church "Administry."
Topics covered are human resources, treasurer and pastor parish issues,
statistical reporting, connectional giving, finance committee
responsibilities, budget preparation, financial secretary duties and hints,
treasurer responsibilities and reporting, internal controls /disciplinary requirement, auditing requirements and changes, and
trustees responsibilities of the legal body as well as required work of it.
The cost is $60 for the first person from a church and $10 for each additional person from the same church and covers
meals, snacks and resources for the day. Visit the Mississippi UMC website for more information or to download a full
copy of the brochure.

District/Conference/Important Dates
UMW Annual Meeting – October 4-5 Hattiesburg MS
World Communion Sunday – October 6, 2019
Administry Training Opportunity Oct. 12, 2019 Batesville FUMC - Senatobia District
Little Light Special Offering – October 20, 2019
UMW Tupelo District Annual Meeting – October 26. St. Peter UMC, Aberdeen
Administry Training Opportunity Nov. 16, 2019 New Albany FUMC - New Albany District
Thanksgiving holidays – The Tupelo District office will close at noon on Tuesday, November 26 and
reopen on Monday, December 2, 2019
Thanksgiving Day - November 28, 2019
Administry Training Opportunity Dec. 14, 2019 Madison UMC, East Jackson District

The Tupelo District office hours are from 9 am to 4 pm, Monday through Thursday and we are
normally open during lunch. If you need to leave documents at the District Office after business
hours, you are welcome to make use of the drop box affixed to the wall beside the entrance to the
office.

Please send submissions for the District Newsletter and the webpage
to tupdist@gmail.com (Tupelo District office).

We need your news and events!
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We are committed to keeping you informed of news and happenings around the District and around the
Conference. We do this with our newsletter, with our Facebook page and with our new website!
If you know someone who would like to receive the monthly newsletter, please have them submit their
name, mailing address and email address to tupdist@gmail.com and we will add them to the list!
The newsletter is normally published on the first Wednesday of each month. The Deadline to be
included in the November newsletter will be Thursday, October 31, 2019.
The November newsletter will publish November 6, 2019

Have you checked out our new website yet?

The Tupelo District is excited to
announce our new web address!
https://www.tupelodistrictumc.org
Not only will our website keep you
up to date with events in our
District, it will keep you up to date
on news and events around the
Conference!
Check it out!

Have you liked our Facebook
page yet?! And have you told
your friends about it?!
Tupelo District UMC on
Facebook!
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